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Born In Fort Macleﬂ

Songstress Joni Mitchell

Doesn’t Like Protest Songs

By FRANK GRAY

TORONTO (CP) "An
earl mormpg, sunshire rain-
bow nvpe of song.” is hoew 25-
vear-old ifols singer Jom
Mirchell :mrroduced one of her
~Ongs during a recent engage-
mert at Toropto's Rimernoal
coffee bkouse. The term de-
scribes both the singer and
her music

Toe 1tall, wailowy biunde
born 1n Fort Macleod. Alta..
raxsed in Saskaioon. pow lv-
ing 1 New York. exudes an
mngeen: charm with her flaw-
less, Lilurg scprano \oice and
delicate themes she reases
from her guitar

In less than three years of
proiessional performing her
creanse talert has proauced
more than 60 songs Among
them are The Curcle Game
Urge for Gomng and Come 0
Sunshine. Some have been re-
corded by Tom Rush and Ca
nadian folk stars Ian and S:l-
v2a and Buffy Saini-Marie,

The poetic. pastoral themes
derive. mn pari. from her
vouth on the Canadian Prair-
res. Bu the major source of
her ipsprrauon s an acuie
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“1 vroie ome »oug frum
impre=3ions I  got lcoEing
through the wiwndows o1 2
tax.~cab rnding through Man-
hattan.” she said m 2n 1Gier-
view

AVOID PRUTESTS

In Come w0 Sun-hire
sings of “the mormng
wirp the kiss of evepng.™

Jom MLichell does pot sig
proiest songs ior thev seem
iropic  *“Those wihio like jour
songs agree with you Tho-e
wko don't. won't Listen

“I've woten oniy voe pro-
test song. That was Urge ior
Geomg., which was a proiest
agansi wnter And 1N cerian-
iv 120t going 10 SI0p winfer -

She nas fourd hat alver
three \ears o: periorm:ng and
WrIZIng Tmusic 1S accepnng so
much more. It has ypeped s
doors to include nc: or'y tread
follorers but periormers w:iun
something va&bid and ¢ g.nel
to sav. :

1 dont copsider mi=eli 2
trend follower

Tre result is a study 0 216
luticn. Jom Michell = sull
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Sgttia of ' ine me1y e, graightiorward

perfermer of taree \ears ago,
put also s a corlimualh grow-
ing., matuTing artist

She s using her voice with
moere flexibilitn 1 have been
im.ng 10 sing hie an nstru-
men” be nding my 1i0:ce
arovnd lce music. making ot
mgre 2 pari of the music, a
Lirtle like scat-singing
KN\NOWS HER AUDIENCES

She savs 137 was ope of
most productive years
Her oviput of music has 1a-
creased from 25 songs leo
more than o) 1 even have
fragmenis apd joitipes 107
peww ones jammed 1Llo m)
gu.lar cs=se

$me na. iearced pOoW W0
strke up a rapport wih zn
anrence Ai this summers
AMariposa Folk Fesuval at
Inpes Lake, 25 miles Dportn-
west of Toronto she thankea
the audience for their ap-
picuze Buwt when -ome cal-
calls asre beard. she re-
peated her nanks “‘especiaily
10 ithe drurks out there in the
back row °

Now she s a welcome per-
fermee: at the coifee houses of
Torento’> Yoroile Aveaue
Burp:e Fiedler. owpsr of ine
Riverbeat who has beoked her
regularly for mere than two
vears. sass of Jjont Mitchell-

I think she's a greai
smpger. By ihat I mean 20e's
e.en belter than Joan Baez

Her acvep:apce as an .nd:-
vidual tzten: has resulted o a
copract with Reprise records
and a long piay record to be
released by spring.

She has writlen a theme
sopg f.r the CBC T\ pro-
gram. Toe Way It Is

Asige from O:tawa and To-
rorTc. she has been successful
m the Untied States. playing
regulariv at the Cafe au Go
Go in New York Philadelp-
hia. Detroit. Ann Arbor. Mich,
and. one of her favorite spois,
Fort Laiderdale. Fla.

“But one of my b.g wishes
is someday to play my home-
oun of Saskztoon I'd like
that. ’
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AVOIDS PROTEST SONGS5—Joni Miichell is a 24-yeor-
old folk singer vwho avo'ds protest scngs. She says those
wro like the sengs “agree with you. Those who don't,
won't listen ” Raised in Saskatoon Miss Mitchell hos been
a professional performer less than ihree years, but has
already produced more than 60 songs. She 1s shown dur-
ing the :aping of o recent CBC program, The Way It Is.
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