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& braght sticky Saturduy in esrly
Ay 7o T ewE sitting wnrh frlends naar thie Tromd

af the miin perormeboe slage =l the New Ot
Jorz mnd Heritage Pestival. We were wadting for Jond
A letel] w0 oo pes Shie wies Bissdlining the elising
wesheml, g eovetee sbar, bus frefghived with sver o
mnibcipation Hme i) Eecagse () Jonk hadnt joored
EinoE 198, mesw [han § decnde apn, due 10 part to phe

imprcticaliy of adjusting ber mony mraogs epseen

sy ar carrn g e gh putary anad techs o hanills
It all, ard oby) ol bndl elrealated thar modeys shoe
might Lie her swan soip, o sl pulsli perfermmines
beiom shee called it guits on the “siar-making machin
4 |'.'..|| far

[} |:|.I |-|-'-!|r ‘|||-'-\.i. |:|;-|||| i, [ .||'| '.!Ill Fin
years harbored 8 slensienng anbpaibg,
Thowmsanrds of mmsic fans amd Joni famabice filled tha
1.|||.|l.'l.||;|!_l liveen badiimd . bl carvet '.||u:||I|'||:I'.:I'|l-
eraa, genres ol styles and they were all rellected in
the min of folkles from Hhe "Chrele Gane™ and "Beth
Slcdes Wow" onrly youre, reverent bntimazes from the
prihing cosifessloni] Blar iid For fie ok petloed
pop fzns frein Jonds comneercial brealibredieh Coer
i Fpark and beyomd. As her thirst for new somnds
estl] Frones B salo Tolk giiltne nne Suleltmer of Somg
tr it Seagaild mnd Clowids more crringilen mwd rhivth
ol b arremgerments, ol seeght out schooled jae
mAruEiians U5e laco Faserius, Warne Shorer ang Toom
St we b con el weick tinoiagh hes winithodss Shenld
yurlcf s mnd adil thiodr cooen saring misd sees (o the cha)
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aniel Fiegive. & & artint, jonof lsad shenys thrived on
risk nnel experirnentation, atid always pmbed forwand
with & st ldam weloeiny, wietioes to the detriment
oof recoril aalés and induitry backdnh, an evidenced
in her collabormtio wiih i jass eminence Chatles
Bkegain ot e alburs Afingus. To the critics snd com
oy wialtn anvid avem b oven manageent tearm, it
junt waant & Tk recorl,” it ndomateen Forl did a
fr herself, and for Charlie.

ot all af Jaislh fans kept up with lver fosier enthi
ndnasmin, bap | did, Himing come of ago & @ rock gl
twrist mainEning Beaile, Sotrsn sod oy hamitien
Chicagn biues, | wes intrnduced in clementory achool
it M Tes, BEY Evens and Herbde Hanceck's Aalden
Vojmige by sy besl friend, o budding clarinet prod-
igy who dove deeg into jasy and brougdit me dong.
I wealkes] aroumnd the humming the b
libee ts *Ritches Brow™ and fosling like s kajor Dude,
Whasi Fmiowed fo Los Angeten after onllegs, one af my
first gign wan writing liner notes for Blee Note, the
prember jizz babel in wwn, [ worked for the label oo
atlsist prapecis with Chisl Codea, Ronmlo Laws and,
wen, Wiyse Shories S0, fonis jisz difection suilteg] me
She waa playing with half of Weather Report! How
el man that for the Waman of Heart and Aind?

An [ wan telating waeme of this. peroni] Bislory to
iy (riends oo the |nz=s Fest lown, Jonl stegipeid on sdlege
with her [umincus smille, wearing & brsad: berimmed
wiraw b, ersdling 8 curbous greon Strat-shaped
electric gulter that mrpeared to have v plikugs o
yelisfzie controbs save for o block of black plaste near
the bridge. The croend greeted har with cheers and
applasne. Jont anneanced, "U'm gotng to try wome-
thieg nes "

Shee Launched inbe "Scx Kils™ froem e allsgen Tare-
Fulens fndigo, Buk something was of i The sounds
comiig from the green gullar were inoncheil b delay
und] ewwerty, disturied wid There was o
palpatde uncertainty tn the crowd. This didnt seemnd
like the miusic thiny expected, e nothing thay reong-
iilerdl, Anedd wrhing was this shrange green gublar ander
biier FimgersF i barely serumded Hioe o gristaratall, Were
like & riade sy,

Joni jribied on, Evte “Maonat the Window" fomm
WL Thivgs Ner Fest, The guiter soutd seill selbbled
wildly out of eomtml. From whiere §sar, the croed
energy had hermed agalast whatiover pew thilng lond
wus trying o de. A cougle behind me collected (helr
lavwery ehinbrs and lef.

1 bkt on b diemay. | knes the backsiory of

Gireenpieace.

THERE 15 & SERIES af phidcgrmajhs of & young kol
Briwidd Croméry and Eric Clagten taken in the backyvand
o Mama Cass Elliot's Laurel Camyon horme back in
iht Inte "Gos, Jonl is pew 1o the scene, having besn
Frrught to Loa Angeles Iy ex-liyrd Crumby after hie wiia
entranced by g st ahe played In o Florsds folic chuls,
&bl sitw crrms-begged on the lawn playing her Dead,
and the deicr Clagiton i (octined hard o ler, tiylig

I TR TRETECARE jOisnblad mid
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Joni would eventually
amass a total of 51

separate tunings to play
the songs in her
repertoire.

tn decipher how these incredible songs and soands
are corming frons (s stunning blonde Canaifist with
& Maitla gisling. 1ie's watching her Riteda for fGmillar
cherd shapes but tsere are none,

Clapron wua stumped bacause foni Mitchall was
et ity gistar player Hen sppoosch (o the jetro.
et wins eistivedy of ber own deslpin. Aftor pleblng ug
har first chords, a8 many did, with Pete Seeger’s The
Feilksinger s tinitar Cuidy, Joni fomiae Elisgbath Cotiens
Mngerpicldng style, then migraied to bhies binlnge
arsdl the mure traditsonal apen faimings, then began 1o
invent runings wi yoicings based onwhat sounded
inberestbig o lier sar in the moment, Shewonlkl time
i v laees i o lsle e o plece of sl o e vedlo,
in thie enwimommiens she found hamelf in, to Erdwong.
Her process was one of imentiop, discovery, o Breezy
dinregard for traditionn] forme. With her longtime
guttar trch amd archivist Joel Bernstein, she created
& nipnericsl potetion systom to keep trock of her tun
g and which songs they wees aanlgned 10,

10 an lterview with feffrey Pepper lodpees for
songhook thled Jogi Mitchell Complete_ 5o Fer, Joni
likeniee] her use ol continuilly chinging sed creating



Ehisin lisbutial] GRH-28 ik

e TUREaEs 1 . IIII-||_:-'|--'|11'. al n Brpeweriler on whisch
e lwhier are reermanged mick day, “Trs neevitible that
vl gt bent and type some glhberish,” bonl sld. “And
hiese mmlitakes are schually the maln ressan 1 dse
ke symlem; tn discover semething though'ermoe [§
vl eily wark e whiot you koo, yon cen't igroe, Yo
haw o mirt (R T LT LT R 1A T TRT mliEmisial, fn
Wil youre|

Westmiid Mirnc awrier Fred Walezla, who has
helped lonkpursiss her sonic amiitboin since she ks
mrrivnd] by Liom Seypslas, (il mis denl abis would creets
u new Dediwg simply &y changing tae strings on bher
pudtar; Sha veogifd nemee o s note she 1iked,” sejd Pred,
“thon gt i the next stelong and b o o nole she
agredd with, amd { agresd with the forst note, and so
farth. Tissce aukied ey sabosit = :|'u-'|'i:"i:' tirrimg, amed
shil told me lEwsi the first bis nobes of "Stirliglic Gets
i Tomir By,

Jonis madical taming were mectncabEy finked io her
efvie nf ¢ oo sl 1. Chrien mimie] whe dservered e alail
i paioidie doot b ihe peat. Her appiosch susn' nee
evxarily fo the gortars i was to whad che hesrd o @ fukl
afrhest, “Th tap teree strings sre-my hom swoction,”

Jeiid taled fedfres Modgsrs, “The bottiom thres were colln
aie] vimla, with thie hams being intgicited fat nat rooied
e ey right haisd s rved o an orchesim| comluctes,
Her atrunimdng ke & il atnake, pecking and pluck-
img out clutches of notes, slapping an: pushing, gnang
them o percussive raing.

Jonind walsled et lly aemiss o tetal of 51 separnte
trftingh b= play ihe songd in her repertabre. Some b
ing oceeirred i severnl patches, amd over the woar
sh changed to lower piiches a8 hee valce lowersd, B
s Isnpiidse ol connpioal]ioonsl invemiod croeals) s
problems. She couldn® approximate her chiord voic
Ings im m Tjwe satiing woithesit e, b her orpereritd
il ear, sllghily mud of tuse, “Shis ol wily ls el
miteh,” sl Fred Wakechki, "her o are more adtune=d
than ather muslciane. She's very concorned alsamt
|l|[L|| ind Lomithin. S she was contbnially dlaatis
fe=al 'withl beer Live smjeinsd”

With her live perfermances bopoming increasinghy
wisfenaibile, snd facinjg o ever-durksilent missle lndus
iry that had hardesed ssatnet shol she hod (6 oler,
[omi reached the conclasion by the mid 'wos that this
“lateat Hance crsee” wui no longere for B, thad sha
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“You're such an
angel...you're such
an angel!”
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. un inverorare problem sotver, had
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Wi | wraiieid Bdusla w il Wslazh | wan
s v eqsppiag LA s b l=geics
i cubg g ERv e gear Sn ire
tnt i sl Elvad Fresl senisld pep s sl
mimenulile an alirslkshe cusiom gaitse
i b Drbarmiil, Jivi | B0t

weehs i woodom crale arrived g Westwood klunk
trmin |apnn. I eostalned on ossplifer with oo |-'J|qu.
Enom i wauld become fammus as the Bidamd JC-180
Evut i this polne it was g proveome, the orly e b the
worrld, ane i1 weas deskgried {4 pard far Joel Mitclel]
With the chorm feature on this e, fom cowld dinl
I hier Henra somndd, She =ae thrilled., =he foak hier
Fiew witig i b San Frinelsen to relairss with Bobbile
iwrigl The Hang for Thie Lasi Wakis

Then Fred got a call, Jonl was put pet. 7 need
anatheramyp,” sha sald, *Tngo is plugged Intendne aad
e womn't iemphiag=" 1t turmeeid ouil the Raland protetype
was |uon'’s sowtd eywell. Pred told font to put Juea on
thie phma, In nie sternest dad waled, Frod mplomed
the miercoriil (hned Heat's o kind werd for Jacos biamigp
thruie bialleleit) bassist Into serrendemog his- hobd on

- TIEFEETECLANT FOTHHAL 80T

Jonks smp by promislng Sere meuld e anotier ore
pied for lein Abd evenitionlly tliese wed, when Fred nnd
Lsper Fitmean planter] the braims of a 0080 intn jaco's
AOOUINTRD D60 RM

The innovelione fram Holand kepl comting, Chris
Iiristol, Yice Prealdedst for Wolemnd U8 apid ol lies
Waleckl friend, alemred Frod to a e processor the
carmpany was working on callest the Yirtuil Gailtar
Wihth this device, which wolld soim be chirdstened the
Wi-A, the plash of a o wes bl ascign esch medivid
upl stAng of 8 guitr to sny member of sopureie un
ga. Mol anhy tiidags biut the processor winidd allos
e vt in dinl in every parameter o the sgnal chain,
froomi tho oy orf F-1rh: pim the EitaT fo the stz of the
NjaEor inwn mej

A GR-2A hespphonlc pickug ywas port of the YG-)




gackage, ta do MIDH fiierfoce funstiona. The plchug
had & reswnding hesd for esch atring, Bach strlng
wouild be priogrammed by the VO A& The technulogy
waishl be dubibed COSM., Composlie Ohject Sound
Modeling. It would be the Gl modeler.

When Frid saw what the Y0-3 could do, he se1
sbowt building o guiter for Jond to ingorporate the
technnlogy, T sslected planio of Hight German spruce
il Howsse of Hanbwonid. The gabier hind o be as light e
posaible s fontl wisffersd from back probilems traced 1
a childhood bosit of pofio. Fred ghed pieces of spice
topethar anid brought them oo his mothers house,
whete he dried (e wood in ber oveal He Cea wea
in Tom Anderson in Kesbury Fack i have ihe wiool
nbipad [t 0 Sora)style body. He had Pat Wilkin
etk thie finlabwed body b Beitish nclig groen. Afier
ﬁthhhhﬁﬂdlw
ek witha hosrd to thie S3rt body, e jpre-
nesited the Balshed gultar to jonl along with the VO-§

The gisltarfif Joni perfectly, It appealed to ber expes-
imenial sredk. i1 e mereifully lighrwsghe, With the
gultar in slandded feeleg, ahe could now secess any
of her 51 turings with the push of o buften. The VG-§
oifered a lush orchestral svandscaps in kmeping with
how Joni saw sod foomed o chond. Mol andy thad, s
mupmiuﬂum I'.Itl!ld:f'llm]lid'ﬂ'lﬂ:ﬂut
Jernid wemld wescim empiliry a5 @ cornpositinnal food, leard
prmimently on bher Tt she Tiger.

“Yow've just enlirged my palette” she epthused o
Fredd. Sl named the gulter Groenpesce snd decided
it el bt 38 b Wil the WO-R ot faes Fest, Thers was
nome hesitation sirong the Rolsd folks. The system
wis pew and untepted, [vrelled on on off-stage tech
mamaially adiistlng the fundng o e V8 sceording
1o Jospsi e weelint. Put Toni woulid not be deterred.

Eha naked Fred 1o comie to Miew Orleans with her
and wirk the Roland sysieen, ot Pred couldn’ leave
his Wentwood sinre for @ weehanad. Chris Rristol st
Milaned castai sipe with & soliston by drafing & recem
teeh frire nuowed Gary Cook, “Meld oily been mith the
company tep weeks,.” said Bristod, "and bhis frst g
wits ko aceompany bl Mibchell to New Ovlesng. He
cinibitnt believe bin grod lock

Predl snel Giary Gocok spent prep time with Jopi el
Gresnpence in bor LA Hving coven. They loaded her nan:
irgs inim the VG-E They comtoeiees] the taie acconbing i
whast Jai waribed to hear, mot onby from the tering bid
the pritch. “She wanted the vibe of & celle on the low E
wtrisig.” nali] Frel, “snd the VWO-I cotibd din thet™

Little Powt srun pcheduled tn play the lazs Fest main
whage ahaid of Jank and Fred armenged for Litke Feats
front hotse miver Rislert “Tilsha™ Selitto 1o also dis
Jonis sound. Selliin promised 1o picleup fond's kebest
iecand Heing anid becaise fnlbie with hee sound,

Fred instructed Gary Cosk b remeve all delay gl
reverh fromm the Y08, to 1ot Beliito scdjust her saod,
Fred puessed thut Jord sould miss those elemsents (o
rehearsal and lean an Cook to add them. “Don 1a
Joed bigikils you,”™ Pred warned.

I Mewr Drledns, the night before the show, Sellin

strpped vt of 8 French Quarter club sl was misggeid,

beaten, snd vent w the haigsial i replaceiment
imixer for Litle Feat was entiroly unfomilarwith Jonls
sound. There was i Hine fisr & ssundcheck. Jond had
indend cajrled Gury Coak indo adding ack her reverh
aeid delay, s whan abie staried i heraes on the e
Fest mabn stage, ihe pesulting puline soind through
the Y-8 was a cacophomy of mived sgnals that didn
cinmie aff well. Bl shi bappeis.

It the alterennth of the sheow, Fred Waleckl took o
el fream Joel Bernstein, “liwas awiful,” reporied Ber
pmpeln, of forl's et "1t was terrible” Frod grimaced
tr helrmaell A parg af gialll for mid belitg there o get
things right. Here e put the whole thing together
with Greenpeaco.

Then ke gt o setand call, el ane fiom Jonl, who
sounded erulinng: "It worked™ Vs, thetl bees pwnm
of thie satience snnoyence with the ssund gllkches,
bist those would be froned et Toanl wid Fred vha'd

ey thromgh her entice set without snlng prob-

i, ber “maddening fmustrations,” i she called
them, fior the firee Eme i forewer, dnd that wes her
primery goal, Greeppeace along with the V-8 repre
senbed o sbep o de digll foriure for har, o e set
of soumids, a way to mave forward.

As Jeni explored the sampled sounds she could
iccesi from Gresnpeace ind tho VO-§, [t stmeilited
het to comprse new miede. e Bt Vo-A-lhagdned
trachk, tifled “Harlem in Havana,” == writlen in stan-
dared bk due too lechnieal (nsias with the VG-0
suwinples 1t wis 4 rich irody dot lost on Jonl, who
hadn't played in sandard taning snes her eardy for
imaative daym. T don't know how io play in sandard
tienbng."” Jonl saijd, "sa | ireated sianderd funing L
it was g new hining and wsed my ssme repertisire of
chiar] shape”

Wihen Tonih nesy albnn, Taming ik Tieer, agpeaned,
the back fover ackriowledgments included a special
theank yo i Fread Wideckl, “for reldndling my desire
0 make emimic”

JAZE PENT WAl OWER, sfif the et day, a Museday, 1
wtiiad Bt the gote [n the New Orleana slrport waiting
to cadey ey Highit bk bt Los Angeled. And tvers was
Joni, quietly wsiting for the ssme flight: Rest ta her
wis Dary Copk, thit Eolind tech, it Joni wes stapd
gy b, As de thgueus la LA enlerainment chreles,
averyhody keops proper intervals sround the legend-
ary anes, but o this moment sometiiing propelled
m o step foreand and vireduce myself, & friend of
Fros, and tell her how musch §enjeryed her set desplie
the tech mess, which | was sympathetic to knowing the
imrgin af Gresnpeace.

Joni blossomsed into that smile ool ek bold of sy
hand. “You're such en angel,” she said; “You're spch an
anigel” She kejt on sitig b over sl e snd 1 e
o mnuily.umn. St heelel eonter ervy harnd keng past
fthee et o -y belng setf-commcious about it, sned then
iz flighet wean callied andd dee seectiing ttance bersaen
un evaprrratod, We all few back io LA § barsly needed
the abrpiline | was Oying 4o lilgh r
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