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Joni Mitchell g

Joni Mitchell |
Here Monday |

By BARRY BRONSON

Statt Writer
~ Wasn't Joni Mitch-
ell that talented young

songwriter who wrote
all those good songs (like
“Both Sides Now") for Judy

Cgllins?
v~ Uh huh, and now
she s considered one of

contemporary music's
finest song stylists. The Ca-
nadlan native Is currently
riding high on the charts
with her latest LP, “The
Hissing of Summer Lawns"
(Elektra/Asylum label) Ms,
Mitchell will perform Mon-
day night with the L A,
Express at Memorlal Coli-
seum,

It is the jazz-tinged back-
ing of the Express that has
made Ms. Mitchell's most
recent recording efforts as
musically memorable as her
earller lyric-dominated al-
bums. It has been a blg step
from songs like “Chelsea
Morning" to “Sitting In the
Lounge of the Mayflower

* Hotel." That step was begun

with the innovative “Blue" ||
album in 1972 and was car- |
ried through In “Court and |
Spark," “Miles of Alsles” and L
“Summer Lawns." H

It is Ironic that the L.A. §
Express could become best- [
known as “Jonl Mitchell's
Band " Keyboard player Vic-
tor Feldman has performed
with such notables as Can:
nonball Adderley and Benny |
Goodman. His sessions repu-
tation has been enhanced '
through work with everyone
from Barbra Streisand to
Elvis Presley. Saxophonist
David Luell, the group's most
recent addition, has recorded
with Cold Blood, the Pointer
Slsters and Woody Herman,
A sideman on the last two
Jonl Mitchell albums, guitar-
ist Robben Ford has worked
with the Charles Ford Blues
Band and Jimmy Wither-
spoon

R

Max Bennett, on bass, s
an original Express member
and his background Includes ¥
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recording with Peggy Lee,
Frank Zappa and Barbra
Streisand. Drummer John
Guerin has performed on the
last three Mitchell albums.

Joni Mitchell is no spot-
light thief. Her band opens
her concerts with a brief jazz
set before joining The Star
for a jazzy, fast-paced set
After the band retires to
catch some wind, The Star
performs a 40-minute solo
set, The atmosphere is again
enlivened with the return of
the band for the duration.

Mitchell

Enraptured concert-goers
in Austin, Tex., were recently
treated to an unscheduled
performer at the end of a
Joni Mitchell concert. One
Bobby Zimmerman was per-
suaded by Ms. Mitchell to do
a couple songs, and, although
he had trouble with his own
lyrics on “Girl From the
North Country” Bob Dylan
created a near-riot just by his
presence.

The Mitchell-Express tour
covers 30 American dates
before going to Hawall, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Japan,
Scandanavia and Europe.
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