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FOLK FANS GROOVE ON MARIPOSA MUSIC
. but baby (left) scems to like people-watching better

Folk Music On Toronto Island

Joni Mitchell Highlights
10th Mariposa Festival

By VICTOR STANTON

TORONTO (CP) — The 10th
annual Mariposa Folk Festival
neared its end Sunday night
with @ concert highlighted by
the scheduled appearance of
Joni Mitchell, one of Canada’s
best-known composers and folk-
singers.

It was the sixth consecutive
appearance at Mariposa for the
27-year-old mative of Fort Ma-
cleod, Alta., whose composition
Clouds (Both Sides Now) won a
grammy, the recording indus-
try’s highest award, in 1969.

Another six-year veteran in
the closing concert was David
Rea of Toronto, former accom-
panist to Gordon Lightfoot, the
Allen-Ward Trio and lan and
Sylvia.

Making their debut at this
year's festival on Torontos
Centre Island were James Tay-
lor, a discovery of the Beatles;
country singer Merle Travis,
best known for his composition
Sixteen Tons; Scottish singer
Norman Kennedy: Alexandre
Zelkin, French-born singer of in-
ternational songs now living in
Montreal; and Angus McKinnon
anxdhxs Scots Canadians dance
b

Rounding eut the final concert
program was Sara Grey. an
American singer who first
played at Mariposa in 1968.
THOUSANDS ATTEND

Audiences ranged from be-
tween 5,000 to 10,000 nightlv at
the three-day festival, while
several thousand also attended
daytime workshop sessions,
craft displays and a North
American native people’s arts
festival.

Tickets for all activities were
$12.50 with day and night-time
prices of $2 and $4 respectively.
It was the third year the festi-
val, operated by the Toronto
Guild of Canadian Folk Artists,
a non-profit organization, was
held on the island.

There were a few incidents of
crashes during the Saturday
night concert when a handful of
persons swam across the nar-

row lagoon separating the lesli-‘

val site from the amusement
park area of the island.

Police said there were no ar-
rests and the situation was kept
“cool”

The star of the Saturday con-
cert was unquestionably Louis-
jana's Doug Kershaw, vers
instrumentalist and singer
Acadian heritage, whose flam- |
boyant dress and performance |

brought repeated s(mdmz w;-,mp was gweu standing ova-

tions and cries of “more” from | tion:
the audience.
LONG CONCERT

It was unfortunate, however,
that Kershaw, whose showman-
shlp and talent stood out among

the best of Mariposa's perform-
ers, drew the curtain-closing
spol in a concert that had al-
ready lasted, without intermis-
sion, for four hours before he
came on stage.

The result was that while his
plaving and  singing—particu-
larly his guitar and fiddle ren
tions of his own composition
Louisiana Man—had people on
their feet clapping, cheering
and dancing in the aisles, his
time—consuming patter and ex-
changes with ferry and tughoat
whistles was irritating {0 a seat
—weary audience.

Blues, presented in contrast-
ing traditions back fo back, was
also popular with the Saturday
night crowd which brought back
both contemporary blues stylist
J. B. Hutto and the Hawks and
Mississippi  blues singer Fred
MacDowell for encore perform-
ances.

Rambling Jack Elliott, whose
singing stvle served as a model
for Bob Dylan, was also called
back to do another number and
appeared again when Kershaw
invited him on stage during the
concluding act.

Conspiracy, a three - member
group from Ontario’s Perth

Held Over
from Stampede

JUST US

FOLK SIMGERS

County, outdistanced all other
performers at the opening day
of the festival in showmanship,
enthusiasm and talent.

While there were not many
challengers in the first two cate-
gories, talent, however, was an
ever-present commaodity.

In both its daytime presenta-
tion and its appeannce at the
evening concert, the Conspiracy

TI: vocal and instrumental
group, forng in the last year,
Was Suppol its presenta-
tions by about 30 members of
the group's ““f:

The “‘family,” all residents of
Perth County who live in semi-
communal fashion on a half-
dozen farms near Stratford, are
all involved in the operation of
Stratford’s Black Swan Coffee
House,

PASS OUT FOOD

At Mariposa, while the Con-
spiracy sawg their own compo-
-Illlﬂl“ female members of the

ence handing out fruit, vegeta-
bles, crackers, cheese and cook-
ies brought from their farms.

“What we want (o try and do
is involve people.” says one
member of the Conspiracy.
““Our music does it on one level.
The way we present it reaches
people on other levels, and by

have grown we can speak to
them in yet another way."

e e e

FINAL

FANTASTIC
NIGHT

MR.
IRRISISTABLE

_— o o e

_— e T

letting people share the food we | =)

| — ————

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News’

Eem



