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aturday, the middle day of the 1969 Mariposa Folk
Festival :
It was 6:15 p.m. and Joan Baez was sitting on the
! grass talking to various performers. Her sidekicks Jef-
frey and Fondle with her earlier in the day, spoke against
violence and sang beautifully for 2,000 people who had
come to Toronto’s Centre Island.

The night before, Mariposa held its most success-
ful concert of the sometimes turbulent nine-year history.
On the bill were Bruce Cockburn, Bonnie Dobson, Gilles
Vigneault, Joni Mitchell and Tan and Sylvia. No one
had to say it was all-Canadian. No one had to say any-
thing except that the concert was very, very good.
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While everyone rested on Saturday, white-capped

David Acomba started rushing. He worked harder than
anyone — organizing a TV crew, getting three cameras
on the move recording everything in all areas, and over-
seeing a 30-man crew, never having time to enjoy what
was going on in front of the cameras. The results of
their efforts are shown in a CBC special Sunday, Sept.
28 at 9 p.m.

“T’ve undertaken a subjective, impressionistic
attack. There is not going to be a narrator telling you
what you’re seeing and what you should think. There
is no point in excessive verbiage.”’

Acomba is in his late 20s. He was producer-director
of CBLT’s Sunday Morning last season and prior to
that he had been a CBC stagehand. He worked for Take
Thirty and studied filmmaking at the University of
Southern California.

“If you’re interested in communicating cooly —
yeah it sounds like McLuhan but there is no other word
for it — Mariposa is the place.

“We’re covering practically everything here, con-
certs, workshops, impromptus, crowds, ferry boats,
everything.”’

Strictly by coincidence, this was the most sucecess-
ful Mariposa Folk Festival ever held — 22,000 people
on Toronto Island, $60,000 gross receipts and a lovely
gentle mood.

Acomba is so thorough that he even re-staged a
classic meeting of superior guitarists, David Rea and
Doug Kershaw, that took place the night previously at
a hotel, well after the concert ended.

“A lot of this film is going to be soft, easy stuff.
We're covering what is presented, not the festival’s his-
tory or how they set the stage up or how they sent out
press releases.

“Nearly all the 100 performers will be shown.
We’re capturing more the excitement here, the feeling.”

And to those who were there, the feeling was good.
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Evening

Sunday

September 28, 1969

B0 0O ® MARI-
POSA: A FOLK FESTIVAL

A CBC-produced variety special filmed at
the ninth annual Mariposa Folk Festival,
held July 25-27 on Toronto Island. Some of
the world’s top folksingers perform, includ-
ing Joan Baez, Michael Cooney, Doc Watson,
Bruce Cockburn, lan and Sylvia, Gilles
Vigneault, Raoul Roy and Joni Mitchell.
Producer David Acomba; soundman John
Dildine. (1 hr.) See story on page 93.

@) (10 [Desut] LESLIE UGGAMS SHOW
—Variety

Beginning a new fall series hosted by
Leslie Uggams.  Tonmight's guests Dick
Van Dyke, David Frye, Sly and the Family
Stone, and Marc Copage. Series regulars
Lincoln Kilpatrick, Lillian Hayman, Johnny
Brown and Allison Mills. (1 hr)

(13 FEATURE FILM

Nevada - Smith (1966). Western starring
Steve McQueen, Karl Malden, Arthur Kenne-
dy, Brian Keith, Suzanne Pleshette. (2 hrs.
30 mins.) A quiet youngster develops into
the West's deadliest killer.

Steve Mclleen
in a scene from Nevada Smith

(5] W-5—Public Affairs
Co-hosts Jack McGaw and Warner Troyer
with Ken Lefolii as on-air columnist. Regu-
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Sunday Evening

September 28, 1969

(3N 6N 8 NN MARI-
POSA: A FOLK FESTIVAL

A CBC-produced variety special filmed at
the ninth annval Mariposa Folk Festival,
held July 25-27 on Toronto Island. Some of
the world’s top folksingers perform, includ-
ing Joan Baez, Michael Cooney, Doc Watson,
Bruce Cockburn, lan and Sylvia, Gilles
Vigneault, Raoul Roy and Joni Mitchell.
Producer David Acomba; soundman John
Dildine. (1 hr.) See story on page 93.



