$200,008 POTHOLE — Work has begun at the
site of a street cave’in on Calypo St. in Monroe.
The cavein began as a sagging spot in the
pavement, and Monday the street fell in. The city
council declared a state of emergency and began

$200,000.

work to stabilize the site and prevent and further
development of the hole. Monroe has been
plagued by caveins for about seven months.
Damage from this one has been estimated at

—UPT telephoto

Book Offers Strategies
Against Bill Collectors

NEW YORK (UPI) — If
keeping up with bills has you
down, and nearly out, you're
probably a candidate for the
bill collector.

Cash is down and out. Credit
is down and out. Tke only thing

= that’s up each month: the pile
of unpaid bills.

A new book will help the
likes of you and others in
similar or worse straits. These
inclede the one million this
year who wil] have their wages
attached, the 1.2 million wholl
go through having their autos
repossessed.

Also: the 185,000 who will
have homes seized or liens plac-
ed against them. At the end of
the trail are the 178,000 who
will file for bankruptcy.

The book, by a George
Belden (not his real name), is
called ‘‘Strategies for the
Harassed Bil] Payer” (Grosset
and Dunlap). Belden tells how
to cope with the bill collector
and gives a few strategies for

outwitting him.

Belden describes himself as
one of the foremost authorities
on bill collectors —having been
exposed to same while suffer-
ing “the indignities that befail
m}b ns who cannot pay their
bills.”

He’s had his wages attached.
He’s been sued. One reason for
keeping his identity a secret: in
the course of researching the
book he accepted and applied
for credit cards —and was
issued many even though he
had this history of bad bill

paying.
That, in fact, is one of the

%’ggy society, according to

charge, charge, charge.

“The credit explosion is
producing a multitude of credit
victims,” he says.

Contemporary bil] collecting
techniques lag behind technolo-
gies of credit promeotion, as
Belden sees it. :

“Collection is the seamy un-
derside of the credit industry,”
ke says. :

Bil] collectors ke
feed the debtor’s dread and
anxiety.

“The consumer is led to
believe that a]l the nation’s
crecit bureans, banks, firance
companies, credit-card con-
cerns and major retailers are
interconnected like ICBM
sites,” Belden says.

“In actuality, coordination is
nowhere near as formidable as

Joni Mitchell
Will Appear
At LSU Center

Contemporary folk-rock
singer Joni Mitchell will appear
at the LSU Assembly Center at
8 p.m. March 28.

Only 4,500 persons will be
seated because the artist
periers small audiences, an
LSU spokesman said.

Tickets are on sale at the
Assembly Center box office at
$6 for the public and $5 for LSU
students.

WIDER NORTH STREET — Work continues on the widening
of‘?vonhsueetfrommtofourhnes,fromNor_th_msmnm
the 110 expressway westward to River Road. This view shows how
the widened street Jooks near the east end, with the expressway in
the background. A number of trees were removed in the course of
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the industry would have us
believe.

The troubled debtor should

not be scared by the collector’s
threats of implied awesome
legal power.
“Credit raters and collectors
are hedged in by a complex of
constitutional due process
provisions, by libel statutes, by
such legislation as the Consum-
er Credit Protection Act, The
Fair Credit Reporting Act...and
even the Fede:a] Communica-
tions Commission,” Belden
says.
“Most of the collector’s clout
is derived not from technology
or legal power but from subtle
manipulations of the debtor’s
fears.”

Belden tells how to cope with
collectors for everything from
alimony payments to utility
bills. His basic strategies for
debtmanship include:

—Take advantage of a
check’s clearing time. He main-
tains checks sent withir: a city
will clear in two business days,
checks sent within a thousand
miles will clear in four business
days; checks sent a longer dis-
tance will take five or six.

—Send an anguished letter
when the pressure is on. A sam-
ple one in the book starts out-
—“Because of the recent
earthquake, my son’s amputa-
tion and other extraordinary
strains on ihe farnily budget...”

When the debts heat up,
Belden suggests you threaten
the collector with, among other
things, your intention to com-
plain to the Federal Communi-
cations Commission.
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Simon May
Take Over
For Shultz

WASHINGTON (UPI) — En-
eigy chief William E. Simon is
the man Treasury Secretary
George P. Shultz apparently
wants to take over his job.

“Those two guys are close.
They both think alike, and
Shultz looks on Simon as his
protege,” a source close to both
men said Thursday after Shultz
announced he was leaving his

post. v

Simon, even though he heads
the Federal Energy Office, has
never given up his job as deputy
Treasury secretary, and if he
becomes Treasury secretary, he

ight keep his job as energy
chief.

But Simon is not without
competition. One scenario sug-
gested by some observers
would have Simon move to the
top Treasury spot with John T.
Dunlop, now director of the
Cost of Living Council, taking
over as energy chief.

Asked if he was interested in
Simon’s job, Dunlop said, “As
far as I'm concerned, I'm trying
to do a job here. That’s all that

. interests me.”

A two-hat role would fit
Simon’s personality. A hard-
driving, action-criented official,
he “wants everything done
yesterday,” one of his aides
says.

Simon, 47, also inspires a per-
sonal loyalty that has kept his
staff working 18-hour days
since he took over the manage-
ment of the energy crisis in
December.

“He is quick with a joke, and
he is a shirt sleeveman, but if
you can’t produce you hear
about it in pretty blunt terms,”
the aide said.

Simon learned enough about
the world of finance to make
himself a millionaire as a
partner in the Wall Street firm
of Saloman Brothers.

When he left the firm in
January, 1973, to take his
$42 500-a-year Treasury Depart-
ment job, he reportedly was
making more than $2 million a

year.

Like Shultz, Simon takes a
classical view of price as an
aflocator of economic resour-
ces. He is a believer in the

marketplace as the arbiter of -

supply and price, and flatly op-
posed to anymore government
regulation than necessary.

Vet School
Test Deadline
Announced

Applications for the medical
college admission test for
students applying to the LSU
School of Veterinary Medicine

Sept. 13.

Application forms may be
acquired by writing the School
of Veterinary Medicine, LSU,
Baton Rouge, 70803, or by
writing MCAT Registration,
American College Testing
Program, P. Q. Box 414, Iowa
City, Iowa, 52240.

Completed forms must be
mailed to Iowa City in time to
meet the Sept. 13 deadline. The
test will be given on the LSU
campus Oct. 5.

Information Center
Opened by Bureau

At Old State Capitol

The Baton Convention
and Visitors Bureau has opened
an information center in the
lobby of the Old State Capitol.
. The booth is open seven days
a week for local people and
visitors, from 10 a.m. until 4:30
p.m. weekdays and from 1 pm.
until 5 p.m. weekends.

tne consirection project, over the strong objections of some
neighborhood residents. Jenkins Construction Co. holds the $696,-
773 contract with a completion deadline of June 13. The work is one
of the last installments of the Downtown Street Improvement
program to be let to contract. — Photo by Charles Gerald

DICK TRACY

YES.TRALY, ! RECOGNIZED
LIVES IN OUR BLOCK,
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CHESTER GOULD

THE JEEP. THE FAMILY | [/

DID THE SKULL)

[FCOME TO THINK OF
1T+=-"" MUSES OFFICER.
DEKE,"M-M---"

["NO! THE SKULL

/

MORTY MEEKLE

By DICK CAVALLI

ELSE, MOM.

THEY WERE OLIT OF BROCCOL !,
50 I RADTO GET SOMETHING

WHAT DID YOU BUY INSTEAD
OF THE BROCCOL.), DE'ARj/

TW Reg US Pu O
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BUTTER-CRUNCH \
ICE CREAM

AND CHOCOLATE-

L CHIP COOKIES.

T
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By DAL CURTIS

HOW'’S JANIE,
MRS. SIMONS T

=y

STAY IN BED MOST
Of TODAY.”

BEEN BACK
TO SEE HER 2

5 NO--- BUT HE DOES WANT TO
EXAMINE JANIE AT HIS OFFICE
TOMORROW AT

b FOUR / WILL YOU
BE FREE TO

il TAKE HERZ

ALLEY OOP

NOONTA WANTS
TO KEEP THIS ONE

LISTEN, SISTER, YOU STICK
ME WITH THAT THING

AGAIN, AN’ TM LIABLE |
TFORGET YOURE A LADY

-NANCY

ERNIE BUSHMILLER

1 READ THAT
GETTING ANGRY
IS BAD
FOR ONE’'S
HEALTH.

IT RAISES
THE BLOOD
PRESSURE
AND BRINGS
ON ULCERS

FROM NOW ON.

TRY NOT TO GET
ANGRY ABOUT
ANYTHING

ER---BY THE
WAY---1 SPILLED
INK ON THE RUG

\

=

By BOB MONTANA

THE NEW SEED
CATALOG !

808
315

PRISCILLA

JUST THINK! MAYBE
TLL GET A HORSE FOR
MY BIRTHDAY

WHAT DO YOuU
SAY TO THAT,

orveRs

/ TwWO's
company,

Three's a
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By JOHNNY HART

ANDY CAPP By REG.SMYTHE
————— [ 1 LIKE T TuRN UP
TSden-Ea SOBER OCCASIONALLY
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