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Tech News

THE ENGINEERING PROFESSION?

gome occupational groups seem to be especially sensitive about

ghat has come (o be called their ﬂl‘iclm‘ﬂmm,

rs and engineers (examples which | have noted particularly)
jbe to think of themselves as “professional” people, and tend to
grpress 3 kind of purrled indignation at society's persistant failure
g flly accord them this status. At this particular point in time
gere are al least two good and, 1 think, compelling reasons for us
jp examine this situation as It applies specifically to engineers,
s the first place, society Is beginning to cast engineers in the role
of an elite corps (read JK. Galbraith's NEW INDUSTRIAL STATE,
jor example) which poses a serious question aboul the character and
gititude of those who assume that role. Second, this institution is
groping toward a new concepl of engineering education, and the
gasential light to the path I8 a clear understanding of the nature of
professionalism,

In the years | have spent among engineers, | have heard repeatedly
ghout the public's lack of proper recognition, or the “‘professions®
failure to project its true nature, or suggestions to polish up the
image. Of course, in this day of sophistocated sdvertising and slick
public relations promotions, “‘image™ is a big deal, but | still like
fo think that Uf we will only comcern ourselves with the substance of
g thing, Its image will take care of itself. Specifically, | am con-
vinced that if engineering enjoys a less than professional status it
s because engineers tend to sell themselves short. [ perceive that
they generally lack a grand view of their calling and its cultural
significance. In short, they fall to view THEMSELVES professionally,

What, then, IS5 the professional point of view? Unfortunately, the
first thing we tend to notlce aboul a professional person is that he
has & speclalized knowledge or skill, and this tempts us Into the
error of trying to define professionalism in terms of the DEGREE
of knowledge or &kill required, The faci that there are obviously
many skilled occupations whick are not professions has led us to
develop a specific distinction In our language between a trade and
i profession and beétween technical training and professional edu-
catlon. The distinctions are significant, bul the line is hard to draw,
If we discriminate according to degree of skill, it must follow that
there are degrees of professionallsm and that some professions are
more professional than others, Indeed, |t may seem thal this is the
case, for aren't prople more inclined to recognize medicine or the
law as professions than they are o acceds this status for engineers?
But then how many would argue that greater skill or knowledge is

radglitirad af aff attorday aF nhveleian has of an eandinasr? Verv s

Review.....

JONI MITCH
A REAL PE

red gown and with her long
halr glistening in the light
that carressed the features of har
face, she opened with “Chelsea
Mor " to the delight of the
aupdience, During this first set we
some of her more popular
such as “‘Night in the City"
and “Cactus Tree" in which she
displayed the remarkable talents
of her volce,

.lll -“Jﬂhu. as .]m'. was
politely nervous before the sudi-
ence excepl for one Instance pre-
ceeding the Intermission in which

i

conceri began @ was asked thai
flashbulbs not be used since in
previous concerts Miss Mitchell
became so self-conclous that she
even forget some of her own
Iyries.

In ending the first set with “*Both
Sides Now," she did make a few

by Dave Hobill

|
:

Joni Mitchell's wall known SONgE
such as 'Marcy” and the “Circle
Game." The ghosily garden grew
quite well in the coldnass of *'Na-
than La Franeer,*

Miss Mitehall porformed " Ralny
Night House™ and many of her
more recent compositions with the
plans. One of the new ones she did
was ““Woodstock™ In which the
accompanyment contalned a falntly
neo-classical style, *'1 don*t think
there ever will be another Wood-
stock, | missed it and then felt
sorry for myself.,. This song 1s
written for all of you." (*'I'm
going down to Yasqur's Farm,
Can | walk beside you™')
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