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Gorcfon Lightfo

ot: assured and composed, stirring the crowd with his own songs.

Personalities dominate Mariposa

". By ENN RAUDSEPP
Globa and Mail Reperter

INNIS LAKE — “I'd like tn
see more festivals like this,”
Pete Seeger said during an in-
termission at the Mariposa
Folk Festival held on the
weekend here. “It's much
more informal than most oth-
er festivals, which is al} to the
good. It's lovely here in the
middle of a cow pasture, little
groups singing and playing ev-
erywhere.”

That is quite how the week.
end went, except that the little
groups who lazed and played
around the lake during the
day swelled into crowds ol
thousands for vesterday alter-
noon's and Friday and Satur-
day nights’ concerts. About 13.-
000 paid admissions made it
the most successhul festival in
the six years af its existence.

1t offered something for ev-
eryone, It was a festival domi.
nated by personalities; and,
very importantly, it was a fes-
tival which showed that Cana-
dian performers can hold theie
own with the best of the US,
singers.

Very few important branch-

es of folk music were omitted
in the programming — the
chief omission being the lack
of old-time blues performers.
And it some persons were
overheard complaining that
the festival was out of step
with the present by not mov-
ing the audience physically as
well as emotionally, this was
.not because of a lack of dy-
namic performers. Whether by
the jangling rhythms of elec-
tronic folk rock or by spirited
gospel singing, people were
moved physically.

Though the most popular en-
tertainment presented was un-
deniably contemporary  in
thought and attitude — the
songs of Tom Paxton, Gerdon
Lightfoot and Carolyn Hester
— the more traditional forms
were not neglected.

Mountain songs, done blue-
grass style, were presented by
the New Lost City Ramblers,
0ld-style ballads and good old-
fashioned guitar and banjo

picking were performed by
Doc Watson; and urban blues,
stiven full Chicago-style rhyth-
nic treatment, were delivered
by Sunnyland Slim, Big Wal-
t.er Horton and Johnny Young.

The Beers Family brought
t:heir sweet traditional songs,
the kind passed down from
jieneration to generation with-
in the family. Gospel songs,
electrilying and vibrant, were
sung by the Staples Singers,
11nd balladeers like Tom Kines
1nd Tom Brandon, singing eie

i My Child while the rest of the
{family clapped ecstatically
;and shouted out the choruses,
‘was a moving experience,
Sunday was nnt without ex-
i citement, as Tom Paxton, in
Canada for the first time.
mixed his satiric songs of pro-
test with the tender lyrics of
.another of his compositions,
Rambling Boy, Detroit Auto
:Safety Massacre Blues, in-
spired by the Ralph Nader-
I General Motors confrontation,
tally de! ated his

ther with or without accom-
>animent, showed the riches
of yet another folk tradition.
The variety was best
larought out In the workshops
Ineld through Saturday and on
Sunday morning. These ses-
«sions, as informative as enter-
\laining, gathered together the
singers and instrumentalists
3t the various folk forms, and
(through demonstration and
(iscussion explained methods,
«atyles, and song forms so that
\audiences were hetter able to
\understand and enjoy what
'they were hearing.
Personalities dominated the
{lestival, Pete Seeger was one,
At 1:30 am. on Saturday,
wwhen the temperature dipped
«n low you could see your
{breath, he ws whipping up a
cold and tired crowd until
ithey were swaying and sing-
ling Seek and Ye Shall Find as
lhe was, with the perspiration
«dripping from his forehead,
Then there was Gordon
‘Lightfoot, on Saturday night,
mssured and composed,
Ibacked by his fine accompan-
iists, stirring the crowds with
Ihis own compositions: or at
‘Sunday's  ballads® workshop
-when he winningly hummed a
few bars of his Yarmouth Cas-
tle when he forgot the words.
The Staples Singers were
another group who electrified
the audience, Capping the Sat.
urday night show with their
swinging gospel tunes, they
sang, swayed, clapped and
rocked with a dignified aban-
don that kept the audience
asking for more, Mavis Sta-
ples swinging through Behold ,

talent for social criticism with
hur-or.

Along with Lightfoot there
was a strong contingent of es-
tablished international stars
who happeaed to be Cana.
dians. Ian Tyson, without wife
and partner, Sylvia, put in a
strong set, Balladeers Tom
Kines and Tom Brandon were
two others who appeared who
have achieved wide recogni-
tion for carrying on that par-
ticular folk form.

Younger Canadlan talent
was very much in evidence.
Blues singer David Wiflen, ac-
companied by Trevor Veitch
and Brent Titcomb of ¥'s n
Crowd, stirred up a lot of
excitement with The Other
Side of This Life. Joni
Mitchell, a young Alhertan
whose compositions are begin-
ning to drop into the reper-
toires of other folksingers,
showed a fine lyric touch in
her tender songs of the prais
ries and In a philosophical
song The Circle Game,

And among fine fnstruinen-
talists like Doc Watson, Mike
Seeger and Bob Beers, there
was one who stood out: David
Ren, a Canndian guitarist by
way of Ohio. Rea, who is 20,
has already recorded with lan
Tyson and Gordon Lightfoot,
and served as< accompanist
several times during the festi-
val, backing first lan Tyson,
then Carolyn Hester and Joni
Mitchell.

There were others: Owen
McBride, The Stormy Clovers,
The Gangreen Boys, The
Knack, Alan Macrae and Neil
Whitelord.
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