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Joni ready for stardom

It was just aboul two
VeaTs ago that | firsg wrote
about a young lady named

Yoni Anderson; a folk-singer
fresh from Alberta frving: to
make it in Toranto.

She was . unknown and
only plaving & few small
gips. T caupht her one might
when she filled 1n for an ail-
ing act at the now-defunct
Place,

Today, Joni's last name 18
Mitchell. She: ives with her
actorsinger husband in De-
troii - mnd ‘she's appearing
until -Sunday -at the Rivers
boat.

But that doesnft
sarily mean that Joni is now
famous, she jsn't. And that's
o shame,

She is almost ready for
stardom now with-a develop-
ing identifiable style and
sound, performing ease and
sonpgwriting (alent,

Joni has latély' assumad
an incréasing confidence
time she mounts: that
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stage. And her volce is grow-
ing richer and SUrer.

Some- of her songs are
very pood indeed. Weé've all
heard (either by her or by
Tom Rush) Get the “Urge
for Goin'," her most famous,

And it's a ‘song that’s re-
presentative of her writing
stvle, with -a gentle lonely
sounid yvearning to get away,
not necessarily from it all,
but at least to Something a
little betier,

Her songs-have the lonely
sound of the Prairies; moved
to the city, but more than
that, they have the feel of
this get-away decade,

Her music is firmly based
in the traditions of North
American folk music: with
its simplicity, its direciness.

You'll find no cluttering
poetic devices: pr self-con-
scipus  metaphors. Rather

vou'll hear a direct, descrip-
five song-writing style that
usits the transférred epithet
us irs favorite device.

vollkmar richier

Theéréfore in her songs,
"all the trees stand shiverin'
in the naked wood” and “'the
sun turns traitor cold.” The
device leaves the lines clean
ard siraighiforward so that
they How . along naturaily
with the gentle meladies,

Joni’s sets: at the River-
boat show a warm, pentle
style both in the patter bet-
ween songs and in the sing-
I

Her voice has limitations
in strenpgth and endurance
but it also has a natural
clarity and easy familiarity.
It s a rich alto with some
interesting color effects and
art  aristocratically  elegant
vibrato in the higher regist-
ers,

She also has a pleasing
way of letting her wvoice
spiral-and shift between the
Two

loni accompanies herself
on a guitar — mostly in sim-
pleé slrums — unsire in the
few runs she attempts,



