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Joni Mitchell sings "
a sunny anti-blues

By PETER GODDARD
The antl-blues, the folksy,
sunny, all's-well, happy hall-
vision of life seeped through
all of Joni Mitchell's songs

like golden corn syrup, as she
opened a two-week engage-
ment last night at The River-
boat,

With all the innocence of a
helpless  high-schoal cheer-
leader, she raised her woice,
for all its breathy uncertainty,
into Joan Baezlike silver-
lame soprane — only to be
drowned out by the droning of
her guitar chords. And all the
skilllully manipulated images
of her lyrics (she writes all
her own material} would dis-

appear like a washed-out Mon-
et print.

It is unusual in this total-en-
vironment McLuhanistic age
to run across message folk
songs, but Miss Mitchell's
songs (at least what 1 could
hear of them) retained a per-
sonal message, "'l read very
little," she said, *“and il my
songs have been influenced in
any way, it is only from what
I've read in high school.”

And although her songs are

at cultural cross-currents with.

the Irving Berlin-Lerner and
Lowe-Richard Reodgers re-
gime, neither have they the
Brechtion bitterness of Bob
Dylan's writing. Nor do they
go off on psychedelic side
tracks as have the Beatles'.

In the Wizard of Is she sang
of “the happy ending stories
that you hear,” and in an
introduction to Just Like Me,
she complained that *“‘there
was something missing” in all
the protest songs that were
being written.

While avoiding the sac-
chrined scntimental sophisti-
cation of many of the non-rock
popular songs, her's were still
too flowery and fancilul. And
in this case the medium com-
pounded the measnge.

“I've know people who've
interpreted my songs differ-
ently than 1 have. But al
though my songs are all my
own, they're like most modern
music, they borrow everything
... why, I've even gol a blues
or two."

But far Joni Mitchell, the
blues are the contented blues
of a well-bred, well-heeled,
well-informed ex-Saskatoon fe-
male folk-singer.




