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Joni Mitchell sings and plays at Place des Arts

By DANE LANKEN

Joni Mitchell gave her long-
awaited concert in the Salle
Willrid Pelletier of Place des
Arts before a relatively small
but appreciative audience last
night. In the twelve months
or 50 since Miss Mitchell last
appeared in Montreal, for a
week's engagement al the
now<efunct New Penelope
Coffee House, a lot has hap-
pened to her

Chiefly. she was catapaulied
to international fame by the
success of Judy Collins’ hit
recording of ane of her songs,
Both Sides Now. She also ap-
peared on network TV, oppo-
site Bob Dylan un the Johnnie
Cash Show, and her two LPs
both have sales over the 100.-
000 mark.

In a phrase. Jomi Mitchell
has made ii.

Last night's audience, made
up almost entirely of young,

Folk music alive at the Doors

l::lhmhulnisnmpnﬁerm
well as a singer-guitarist.
Meanwhile, at the Yellow

Door Coffee House, 3625 Ayl-

long-heired people bul sprin-
kled with an occasional
straight or parent, accorded
Miss Mitchell star treatment:
lats of applause as scon as
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the hall, out over the audi-

ence, away from Lhe stage.

Surely in the case of a solo
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Nonetheless, all this was
mtalllghln vool the audi-
ence’s enthusiasm for Miss
Mitchell, born of her tfame
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First time i Montreal after it's
sful preview at-Place des

succes

sometimes by her van nater
ial. A couple of numbers at
last nighl's concert were no

very meanigiul Lo hee-
self, but audience seemed o
find her words m stifying,
without their being suificiently

chell's style of a :imr-pmui
delivery, though often offset
hyln rythymic guiter, didn’l
nelp.

In Ihe majority of her
songs, however, Miss Mitchell

has cumbined rich imagery
and/or parrative with a poed's
heart and a minstrei's ureful
soul. Her guitaristry, the in-
ventiveness of her playing
style, added to these creations
and the results were reward-
ng

Hoth Sides Now, as well as
being her most famous song

is possibly her best. It is, nIIl

ul once, pretty, poellr and

:11': wdly pity ul the eve-
ning is that more people ure
nol there lo appreciate Joni
Mitchell
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