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OVLAN DUE!

BOB DYLAN is definitely in line for a Bri-
tish concert this year! And the likely
date is in November, it was confirmed
this week
Elliott Roberts, a close business associate ol
Eloktra/ Asylum president. David Gaffen, told the
MM this week that Dylan is dus to play at loast
one Brtish concert this autumn
Mo dates or venues have yet been finalisad

although it is believed virtually every major Bri-
tish promoter has made a bid for Dylan. Robert
Paterson, ona ol the country's leading promo-
ters. confirmed he has mada an offer although no
nagotiations have yet been started

Geffen, who signed Dylan to his Asylum labal
late last year and was responsible for the mara-
thon Dylan/Band American tour, told the MM in
January: ” Chances are that they will dafinitely
play England, in fact we've already had conver-
sations about Europe. They'ra particularly keen
to play England.”

Confirmation of Dylan's November date rules
out any chance of ® concert appaarance at the
London Rock Proms in July.

WHO: giant
foothall
gigs fixed

THE WHO and DAVID CASSIDY are both playing
giant concerts at football stadia this summar,
The Whe will be headlining & massive bill at Lon-

don’s Chariton Athletic ground, the Valley, on May

18.

And thern's a possibility the wholes show will ba ropanted

n Glasgow on May 25
The concert. which promises to be one of the biggest

roch swvents since the Bickershow and Lincoin Festivals in

1572, will also feature HUMBLE PIE. LOU REED, BAD COM-

PANY, LINDISFARNE and DAVE MASON
The stadiem has a capacity of 70,000 and tichets. costeg

L2350, pvallable i advance only through branches of Harle

quin record shops or by post from 32, Grest Pultensy Streot

concarts at Shawdield Stadivm Glasgow. on May 24 and
London’s White City on May 26.

The naw concert, co-promoted by Chrysalis and Manches
tar City, storts ot 8 pum_ Tickets, coating [2 and E3. will be
availabie from the ground next woeek

& Full Lou Resd towr datos: see pags 4,

JONI MITCHELL :
TRUE (:;ENI{IS 5
SLADE, PURPLE
HIT THE ROAD
Turn to page 12
BUFFALO, BYRDS
WILL REUNITE!

Turn to page 5

@ THIS IS RUSSELL MAEL, lead singer with the hottest new band in the land—Sparks
@ The band is rehearsing for its first tour, scheduled to start in lata-May and, hopefully,
coinciding with their first chart success with ”" This Town Ain't Big Enough For The Both
Of Us,"! Sparks’ great debut single for Island Records.

@ The tour is due to end in mid-June. It will be the band's first British dates with thair

new line-up.

@ Sparks’ new album, meanwhile, will be released on May 17 as a prolude to the tour.
Called * Kimono My House ” the slbum features such tracks as * Amateur Hour ™,
“ Thank God It's Not Christmas ~ and ~ Talant Is An Asset ',
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INTERTAINMENT as
the eritie Ned
Rorem has pointed out,
confirms  rather than
challenges. One might
comment that there are
enteriainers and there
are blue-blood artists
but that the two don't
often coincide in popu-

they do — and the
temporal  elause should be
strtssed — you've  good
femson (o belleve you're in
the presence ol something
special and rarellied: penius
s opposed (o talent

As far as 1 know, nobody
han wver aaked Tor  their
mioney Back =1 & Jonl
Miichell ooncert, and thal's a
Ialr encugh endorsement  of
pood entertainmes |

At th i d he
& pretty llrlﬂc'hl\ldlh‘d mn|1
el io feel challenged By h
presence  and  the  aplendid
mynbery of her music

There's nothing  eguivocal
aboul shivers ing on the

aplne as s bmtn wiew
iR amif  that
ellurtless, erystal viiilew
beghis 1o play  upon  the

sensibilities.

Jani Mitehell s disiurbing
i oa very seal way because
aiter watehing amd listening
te hee for s while you starn
thinking she's nol  just &
woman, she's WOMAN, em-

exgctatinmns
Small wonder then tha
legion  of  very
men  have  heen

o

L1 Ther,
%0 this Ts the mesming of
wufahip? Like the Wihte
Godidess  of  mytholigy  she
beckons, elusive, virginal and
M & lile pwe-inspiring. |
st e a trifle
W YUl appe

et

Crap, she'd probably reply,
because afber all ahie's Waman
anid  wiith & well-developed
sepir ol humour, ioo.

Molatry b Tun but iy pets
w  HNitle wearing aller  ihe
imitlal enslovemeni, Her big-
gest problem In recent years,
one might orgue, has been to
eonvince wa that shes  na

Lady Madonia, children al
her Peel, and oot Tor thal
matier a vr-day Joan Bacy

fir the pure of heari.

Brll, the mystique persisis,
and s nol just confined 1o
male Taniasisis and eom-
munleants. Withoat her ever
having made much oul il
comanent on i, ardent femin-
lwmn  Inevitably d o
e patron sWing
ing all the justific
tion they need in the barely
ohligue autablpgraphy of her
albums.,

Therein liv exposed all her
innermost thouwghts and feel.
Ings;, hiv paychle and sesusl
wirealliigs with the inale
apecies that  shes at  painy

tn  divalge In  any
listhe context. A rue

her part she retires to
te warld, thers to
view thi omgside b enlngs
with & deep and discerning
detlachment. She lawghs o Jul
= girlishly, ewven =— bui |
should  thirk, from the few
necashons I've asen her away
Irpin  the  puhlic  plalform,
she's  careful tn keep  her
g wp,

For a woman se abéicusly
senslilaed by her experiences
it must be necessary; fHppant
pastiuring and brassy panache
&ré mol  weapons  in er
armeiiey. Ma Midler and Wi
Strwinand find no echoes,

THE
divine
Miss

all ratheér eonfusing for a

But quite evidently,
thing has changed of lote, for
her concert appearances such

arilsibe than In the past

halr thl-.l'-lr': shoulders and confusing the particulir pass-
age with a new meledy ahe

Tinessed, and hrr chieeks glow

conviction and sincerity

freshest thing she'd wrilten,

there's @ hand aroand her for

canes of Nixon's faclal

iluminated a song about her

Annle Ross’s little swercise In

Coblumbls and the humanistie
qualities of the arbatus

and the svident disreg
the private mask made her
Hypeed freak™ I'rnm _wn'ul Y
out there in the erowd,
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Dylan, the male artist whow
stature  she  most  clowely
spproaches,  and  one - can’l
help bui  feel her  periorm
ances galn from it

Un the wtler haml,
perhaps, by Tesiuring o band
she mever bulll  up  and
sustalned  the decpest  in-
timacy of atmosphere  that
she's  afien  achieved before
wiih jusi an acoustic and @
plano, Bat i was time for
her w0 devise o new mode of
presentation, and in the |
Express  she oouldn®t  have
found finer instrumesis.

I amything thay helped to
cuncenirale stbention oan (he
armanging slde of her talenls.
F instance, that  wsually
delicain mng “Woodsisek™
was  here  translaied inio &
phece of funk, with ana
snare work from John
nllll i deop,

en of Max Benneti. I
dldnl gyuite wult the lIyries,
bt what WERE you o da
with a8 four-yesr old  higgle
anihem?

The LA Express perform
a similar kind of fumetion for
Jnnl as the Sectlon did for
ames Taylar: they're both an
independent  anit  amd @
hackup hand.

Bu| the Sectlon don't have
gulle  the wsame degroe  of
Intensily  and  wituonity. As
the LA, Express weni throwgh
A shori warm-ap soi for Joni
it graduslly begam o dawn
upsn  uws  that they weren't
just  Hemmaryi filler muterial
for the grest cxiravaganes
i thar  the  presence ol
Rubhen Furd, the guitarist
lasi seen here with  Jimmy
Witherspoon, would seggesi
that.

Thivagh the contexy didn’l
allow for much in the way of
renl soloing, his  gifis were
always apparent in  deft
touches utial cumplemenis,
and his  enthusasm —

by ||fu'|lﬂl wround and long
hair  flapping  —  was  in-
Fections,

Roger Kel rny on eleetrie
plana  had ¥ roaring  solo
im “Ralsed On Robbery,” and
Tom Sewit played a wvariely
of paris on saxes, (lute and
elarinet — a lovely, wisiful
slga-off on “For Free™ — bl
the essence af their mle was
is selllessness, just as thelr
inel tlons  were  abviessly
towards faret. And for Joni's
mylasie  the: were  perfect,
glkding the 1ill:.- at e:ﬂrth’ the
right junctures and taking
the edge off the occasinms
agsterity of her live perform-
wOEE,

Now, foo, Jopl seems shle
 lnugh &1 hersell more —
it the piblic image of her, In
“For Free" she could P In
refersnee o mot Jusd
robwo bui 16 gentie
lowers, an indicatio
her  self-conflidence  amd
turity.  Again.  the  gentle
humaour of her  public |r||
the optimizm of her on
presence, enntrasied with lln-
disquiet  and  virtwal despair
of her records. LUltimately,
you're forced 0 sdmit, ahe
remaing & oool and beautifol
enigno, the more so wilth
a new style of performance
that stresses her rasiness aof
L ]

For Saturday’s performance
indeed, eonfirm  and
challinge one's feelings about
heet, and at the risk of being
accused of eritleal overkill,
I'd say she's Just sbout the
mosi fascingiing  and  in
volving artist of the dimes
She's Imami nounbyaely pee-
sanal of iranscending
The l'ru'l. 11|u|r| whilst retain
ing the rock audience. What's
more  she's  ondispatodly  an
artist of the Mutere, who's
¥el 1o hil anything like a
peak. She's plrt er
shy needs, ahi's

she don't bk I:urk







