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Beguiling singer comes alive on stage

By Lee Edwards

Joni Mitchell finally made

it to the Capitol Monday

| night, and there's no ques-
tion she proved worth the
wait. She also showed a

, surprisingly beguiling stage
personality, capable of pro-
jecting both sensual and
cercbral depth.

The fragiie, scarecrow im-
age of her that comes
through on TV in no way
prepares one for the mature,
sexy realities of Miss Mitch-
ell in the flesh. In the same

| way, her recordings suffer
badly the absence of the
Kind of dramatic puance she
| can communicate in person.

Filling a visual void some-
where between Ingrid Berg-
man and Sandy Dennis, Miss
Mitchell moved gracefully
through a balanced program
of 18 songs, all but one writ-
ten by her,

Her best-known composi-
tions were in many ways the

| least effective on this occa-
sion, though a large part of
| the capacity house obviously
came lo hear the likes of

Both Sides Now, Night in

Ottawa Arthrilic

 With good reason.
images are often startling,

the City, Michael, and Circle
Game. They were not disap-
pointed, but the familiarity
of such malerial seems to
work against it.

New life

For instance, there’s no
way a hit song like Both
Sides Now can ever be the
fresk experience it once was
before every third-rate folk-
singer on the continent got
hold of it.

However, to Joni's credit,
she did her level best to
breathe new life into these
songs, never settling for a
token run-through. Of these
favorites, only Circle Game,
with its dime store Buddh-
ism, dragged on to bore-
dom.

The less famillar material -

left little room for boredom.
with many songs achieving
a marriage of lyric and line
that was breathtaking. One
Man Band was such a song
— 50 perfect, the words and
melody became prmanently
inseparable.

Her gifts as lyricist have
been widely touted, and
The

Joni Mitchell
Sensual, cerebral

as are the seemingly illogi-
cal associations. The beauty
of such images and associa-
tions is their inevitability,
once sung, Though Joyee-
like word-plays shunt sud-
denly into focus here and
there, more often than not
Miss Mitchell's poetic in-
tents are visual.

This penchant for visual
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ally into dangerous waters
that seem deep but are only
muddy. The lyrics of Mar-
cic, for example, degenerat-
ed into a series of nouns
which went poetically limp
for want of verbal tension.
| At its best, though, as in
I Had a King, Miss Mitch-

ell's poetry is poignant in
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the extreme.
At the keyboard

Another surprise was the
unveiling of her talents as
pianist, with accompani-
ments that were a well
adapted kevboard equivalent
| of her flowing, broken-

Hoummo | chord guitar work. Tale of

Two Houses was the best ex-
ample of her piano playing.
Aside from an understand-
able leaning towards basic
triads, there was little doubt
that with the addition of
piano Miss Mitchell has fur-
ther extended the emotional
and tonal scope of her com-
positions.

Many others, like Chelsea |
Morning, were very effec-
tive. Maybe it was her voice, |
or her beautiful lyrics, or |
perhaps  her completely |
feminine stage presence. I

One way or another, Joni |
Mitchell comes across with |
real honesty, and makes '
her mark. |

As for the compositions, |

sameness to many of them.
Her writing is defined by
her limitations as a musi-
cian. Harmonically, she
composes with monotonous
reliance on simple major-to-
minor-to-major progres-
sions, and she could also use |
a few lessons in form as a |
cure for the unresolved
wanderings of songs like
Busy Being Free.

there was a sophomoricl
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The protest sonz. Fiddle

and Drum, an obvious at-
tempt at modern classical
music, was Sung unaccom-
panied, which only served
to point up the linear short-
comings of Miss Mitchells
writing. Like many of her
songs it just wavered
around, going nowhere in
particular.

| imagery heads her occasion-.

Children aided

UNITED NATIONS (CP)
— The Netherlands has con-
tributed $250,000 to the
United Nations Children’s |
Fund to buy drugs and med- |
ical supplies for Nigerian
civil war refugees, it was
announced here,
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ALADDIN: “Gone With The

Wind” plus “5,000 Miles”.
AUTO-SKY: “African Safari”.
Box Office cpens at 7.30,

Show starts at dusk.
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